
Creative Chaos
 The surprising mystery of time, self, and meaning.

ANDRE RABE



Published in 2019 by Andre Rabe Publishing

© Andre Rabe, 2019

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or 

transmitted in any form or by any means, without prior permission in 

writing from the publisher.

ISBN  978-0-9931554-2-0



Table of Contents

Acknowledgements� 6

Abbreviations� 7

Reviews� 8

Preface� 11

1. Invited into Mystery� 17
Mystery Found a Voice� 18

Music and the Mystery of Time� 19

Music and the Mystery of Self� 21

Music and the Mystery of Meaning� 23

The Symphony Anticipates Your Sound � 24

2. Matrix of Meaning� 29
Creating Meaning� 30

Non-Identical Twins� 34

Grasping Esau’s Heel� 36

And the Lads Grew Up� 37

Birthright and Priority� 41

Narrative Creation of Self� 44

Narrative Identity & Illusion� 46

Reconciliation� 48

3. The Wisdom of the Unconscious� 53
The Symbolism of Original Union� 55

Background Stories of Genesis� 57

Enki & Ninhursag� 58

Enki and Ninmah� 61

Atrahasis� 62

Adapa� 63

Immortality & Wisdom� 65

CREATIVE CHAOS



The Garden and Creation as a Process� 67

Differences Between Myth and Yahwist Account� 71

4. Divine Seduction� 75
Pre-conscious Memory� 76

Introduction to the Yahwist Creation Story� 77

Breath of Life� 79

Knowledge and Death Consciousness� 82

Alone?  Let’s Make Some Animals!� 84

A Companion That Opposes� 86

5. Becoming Human� 93
Serpent Symbolism� 93

The Awakening of Desire� 95

Wisdom and Vulnerability� 97

The Knowledge of Good and Evil� 99

Grasping for the Gift� 101

Twisting of Desire� 103

God From the Perspective of the Fearful� 105

Being Human and Projecting Blame� 107

Growing Up� 110

6. Origins Reimagined� 115
Development in Consciousness� 116

Consciousness of Time and Narrative� 117

Divine Presence� 118

Tohu Wa-Bohu� 119

Creative Edge of Chaos� 122

New Framing & Unintended Consequences� 126

7. Beautiful Questions� 131
Original Perfection?� 132

CREATIVE CHAOS



Actual History? � 133

Creation Ex Nihilo or Ex Profundis?� 135

The Fall Radically Redefined � 138

Unfolding Meaning� 141

8. Girard’s Narrative Conversion� 145
Mimetic Theory� 145

Origin Myths and the Bible� 146

Mimetic Desire and Chaos� 147

Scapegoating� 149

Sacred Awe� 151

Ritual, Religion & Law� 153

Myth Subverted� 154

Narrative Conversion� 155

New Perspective� 158

Girard and Irenaeus� 159

Girardian and Psychological Synergies� 160

9. New Creation� 165
God Unfolding in Flesh� 165

The Human Archetype Transformed� 167

Jesus and Stages of Consciousness� 170

Jesus, Mimesis, and Self-Consciousness� 172

The Mind of Christ� 176

History Reinterpreted� 177

Satan Reinterpreted � 179

Violence Reinterpreted� 180

Resurrection� 181

Paradise Restored or New Creation?� 182

Conclusion� 183

Additional Resources� 186

CREATIVE CHAOS



6

Acknowledgements

To put one’s intuitions into words is a most rewarding exercise 

but also unexpectedly difficult. Subtle contradictions and inconsis-

tencies only come to light when we try to find language for these 

impressions. But new insights and greater clarity are rewards 

that are out of all proportion to the difficulty of this process. In 

this way, our narratives are not simply reflections of reality but 

movements that create new meaning. Much of my writing starts 

with conversation. What a rare gift it is to find a person as passion-

ate and intrigued by the same themes that intrigue oneself. Some 
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weekly with the most beautiful questions and insights. 

There are, however, a few I can and must mention by name. 
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it’s because of my stubbornness to ignore her suggestions. 

But more than her keen eye for detail, it is her passion for this 

message that has been an inspiration throughout.

Abbreviations

Different translations of the Bible are used throughout and indicated 

with the usual abbreviations. The following two are new and therefore 

get special mention here:

DBH	 The New Testament: A Translation by David Bentley Hart

RA	 The Hebrew Bible: A Translation by Robert Alter
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Reviews

In reading Creative Chaos by Andre Rabe, I discovered to my joy 

that theology can still be both intellectually profound and profoundly 

moving. Rarely in recent years have I come across such an excitingly 

transformative reflection on the hidden meaning of Christianity. 

Informed not only by biblical scholarship but also by the sciences and 

an awareness of the brutal history of human violence, this succinct 

work digs deep beneath conventional Christian thought in search of 

enlivening currents of meaning crusted over by centuries of dubious 

religious assumptions. Readers will find in this surprising text that 

both Christian teachers and their sophisticated opponents have too 

often blunted rather than exposing the meaning of divine creation, 

redemption, the crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus. I strongly 

recommend this book as one not only to be read but also reread.

- John Haught, Distinguished Research Professor in the Depart-

ment of Theology at Georgetown University.

Andre Rabe’s latest work is his essential re-imagining of the 

Christian meta-story. With easy, deft hand and keen theological 

instincts, he guides us through Scripture, Genesis in particular. 

Understanding the first book of the Bible as a back-and-forth of the 

unconscious and conscious selves, he demonstrates how the God 

of creation is seeking continually to tease human beings forward, 

to the depth of relationship which is love. The anthropology of 

Rene’ Girard forms a leitmotif, revealing how humanity began on 

the wrong footing of violence and rivalry, and yet in Christ a new-

and-true way of being human is offered, one of nonviolence and 

forgiveness. Christ thus “re-sets the trajectory of the human story.” 

The outcome is a holistic, healing narrative of seduction to love, 

so different from the divided, unhappy legacy of the old reading, 
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with its damaging binaries of paradise/fall, heaven/earth, perfec-

tion/sin, grace/law. Rabe’s work represents an epochal moment 

of fresh reading, one that is happening in many ways throughout 

Christianity but is given here what could very well be its classic 

presentation. This book overcomes violence not simply in the 

obvious, physical sense, but as the very key to existence which has 

framed everything for human beings, including the interpretation 

of the Christian message itself. According to Rabe, it is exactly all 

this which God in Christ is saving us from.

- Anthony Bartlett Ph.D. Theologian and author, including 

Seven Stories

Andre says, “You cannot be certain and astonished at the same 

time.” In Creative Chaos, he expertly walks through the origin stories, 

archetypes, and symbolism gently challenging traditional certainties 

that may hold us back from new possibilities. Humanity has been 

unconsciously shaped by narratives. The ideas presented here push 

the narrative forward in thought-provoking ways, challenging us to 

ask entirely new questions. Creative Chaos invites us into a chaos 

that is not evil, but the deep waters over which the Spirit hovers 

and creates new life. Jesus is presented as a model of how to live 

in a posture of openness to a God that will continually surprise. It’s 

a challenging, refreshing perspective which opens doors you may 

not even know were shut. I highly recommend this book to anyone 

who is up for a fresh take on what they’ve held as certain or who 

desires a new adventure in their spiritual journey. 

- Tonya Stanfield, Masters in Christian Spiritual Formation and 

Discipleship. Author of Traffick Proof - A Counter-Human Trafficking 

Tool. 



God is not a rival, vying for control of your life. Turns out, control 

is not the goal. This book is a summons to set out on the adventure 

of maturity; through myth, rabbinic midrash, patristic thought, 

psychological insight, Girardian anthropology and Biblical contem-

plation to new possibilities for life. Beyond the lack within, beyond 

a blueprint from above, beyond being a spectator on the sidelines, 

beyond chaos being met with coercion, the Spirit beckons you to 

a beauty unimagined in the depths we fear.

- Jarrod McKenna, award winning nonviolence educator and 

host of the popular InVerse Podcast.


